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the Emperor's authority was limited to secular administra-
tion. An imperial decree was forthwith issued which imposed
silence on Catholics in matters of faith. To this Theodore
refused to submit and organized public resistance. On Palm
Sunday a great procession of monks carrying the forbidden
images was seen to issue from the monastery. By order of
the Emperor Theodore was then sent into exile. During
that exile which lasted for twelve years, by his letters, his
catechisms, and messages he never ceased to encourage the
monastic resistance and continued to be the moving spirit
in the opposition to the Emperor. Many of his disciples
suffered martyrdom and from his own letters we learn of the
sufferings—imprisonment, scourging, and torture—which
he and his followers had to endure. On one occasion
Theodore was himself condemned to a hundred strokes of the
lash; he was left lying on the ground unable to move, eat, or
sleep; by the devoted care of his disciple Nicholas he was
slowly nursed back to life, taking four months to regain his
strength.
The cause of the icons won the day; the heroic efforts of
the Studite were apparently crowned with success, but we
must not overestimate his triumph. The master idea in the
life of Theodore was to win for the Church independence in
its own sphere. In this he failed: the tradition of Caesaro-
papism which dated back from the earliest days of Byzantium
emerged from the Iconoclast controversy unshaken. While
one must admire Theodore's courage which never yielded
under the brutal trials to which it was subjected, it must at
the same time be admitted that his temperament was lacking
in pliancy and breadth of mind and that his counsels were
rarely inspired by moderation. Moreover, by no means all
his monks, including even those who shared his views on
orthodoxy, approved his intransigent attitude. Those of Mt.
Olympus, for instance, led by St. Johannicius, were in
favour of a more moderate course. That policy of uncom-
promising opposition their master Theodore handed on to
the Studites with serious results, as in their resistance to the
Patriarch Methodius, and the atmosphere they created was
perhaps not without influence on the troubles which marked
the advent of Photius, or on the events under Michael

